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Mega-concert aims to
create new- world record
for largest Chinese - drum
ensemble in performance

Akshita Nanda

Arts Correspondent

ssembling a mega-concert is
no small feat. On Saturday,
about 230 buses and lorries
will ferry performers and
musical instruments to the

Singapore Sports Hub for what will be

the biggest event organised here by a
Chinese orchestra.

Expected to draw a paying audience of
about 30,000, Qur People, Our Music,
features 5,000 musicians and singers and
aims to pioneer a new entry in the
Guinness World Records for the largest
Chinese drum ensemble in performance.

“Drums are the easiest instrument to
get people to play together,” says Quek
Ling Kiong, 47, res— : 3
ident conductor of
the Singapore Chi-

nese  Orchestra
(SCO), which is
organising the

mega-concert.

He will lead the
Guinness World
Records attempt in
which about 1,000
drummers will per-
form Singapore
composer Phang
Kok Jun’s Power
Singapural, accom-
panied by the rest
of the musicians and singers on the hand-
held pallet drum. “It’s a challenge,” adds
Quek. “Where do we get all the people
and where do we get all the drums?”

The call for participants went out last
August and by February, 127 ensembles
from schools, community centres and
clan associations had signed up. In total,
there will be 3,736 orchestra members
and 1,297 choeir members, all also attempt-
ing to set new Singapore records for the
largest Chinese Orchestra performance,
the largest erhu ensemble (for the song
Horse Racing by Chinese composer
Huang Hai Huai) and the largest Chinese
drum ensemble. :

Performers will go through a turnstile
before walking on stage, with an auditor
and a Guinness World Records representa-
tive standing by to confirm the number of
participants.

Musicians and singers range from

primary school pupils to those in
their 80s. :
Eleven-year-old Joey
Tan from Jurong Primary
Scehaol s#ill nlav the linn- f i

Music director Yeh Tsung (left) relayed his intructions on two large video sc
including Jurong Green Chinese Orchestra (

overall cost of the event — patron spon-
sors are Temasek International, Tote
Board and the National Arts Council —
but it is feeding and transporting the par-

~ ticipants and providing red T-shirts for

them. It has also ordered thousands of
pallet drums of various sizes from China
— the smallest costs $2 each and the larg-
est about $6 — for the Guinness World
Records attempt and for participants to
take home as souvenirs.

The SCQ'’s first mega-concert was
in 2000, featuring
1,000  performers,

while in 2004, it re-
cruited 2,300 per-
formers at the Sin-
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reens at a rehearsal attended by about 3,800 members (above). The different ensembles,

~

below right), also practise separately for the mega-concert Our People, Our Music 2014.

Bend Symphony Orchestra in the United
States but has never tried anything like
this there.
- He says: ‘“At one rehearsal here, we
had more than 3,000 people, but when I
stood at my podium, it took them only
five seconds to quieten down. In many
countries, this is unthinkable.” ;
Asked why he wants to put together

mega-concerts, he laughs and says: “Be-

cause music can connect all these people.
This is something way beyond the
Chinese Orchestra.”

Indeed, the programme is diverse,
beginning with the portentous introduc-
tion from Richard Strauss’ Also Sprach
Zarathustra. The line-up includes a

5,000 perform, 30,000 listen

OUR PEOPLE, OUR
MUSIC 2014

‘Where: National Stadium

- When: Saturday, 7.30pm
Admission: Limited $10,
$20 and $100 tickets
g}fail_able frgm‘theH b (eall

ingapore Sports Hub (ca

; 63:5??—5000 or go to
sportshubtix.sg or a
SingPost outlet)

“Info: The audience is
advised to take public
transport, be there early for
-sgqq_ﬂtrjscreening and keep
belong

ngs to a minimum
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