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Heartstrings
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Carnival Dance
Liv Chang Yuan

Dream Interpretation
Liu Chang Yuan

Bright Moon over the Ocean
Liu Chang Yuan

The Shaman
Composed by Vincent Ho,
arranged by Simon Kong Su Leong

Dame Evelyn Glennie returns! This time she
returns with the local premiere of
Chinese-Canadian composer Vincent Ho’s o
The Shaman, a special composition for -y
Evelyn Glennie. The head of the Folk Music.
Department of China's Central Conservatory
of Music, Yu Hong Mei, will delicately
illustrate the meanings of Chinese composer
Liu Chang Yuan's erhu concerto Dream
Interpretation. Guanzi musician Han Lei will
perform the world premitre of Liu Chang
Yuan’s composition Bright Moon over the
Ocean, and the orchestra will also play Liu's
major ensemble work Camival Dance.
Connoisseurs will surely have their
heartstrings strummed!

Conductor: Percussion: Erhu: Guanzi:
TsungYeh ' Evelyn Glennie Yu Hong Mei  Han Lei

Ticket Price: sca,
$70, $60, $45/$30%, $30/$20" Todracy
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Yellow River legends live on

REVIEW/CONCERT

YELLOWRIVER!

Singapore Chinese Orchestra
Singapore Conference Hall/
LastSaturday i

Chang Tou Liang

The Yellow River Piano Concerto
and Yellow River Cantata, like the
geographical Huang He, are sym-
bols of Chinese hlstory andnational
SOITOW.

The composer of the Yellow River
Cantata, Macau-born Xian Xinghai

(1905-1945), occupies a position in"

Chinese music not unlike that of

- Shostakovich or Prokofiev in mod-

ern Russian music. In commemorat-
ing his 110th birth anniversary, Sin-

gaporeans are reminded that he

spent 10 years of his youth here and

~was an alumnus of Yangzhen
* (Yeung Ching) School. He played in

the school band and his musical tal-
ent was honed here before he re-
; turned to China. i

Two orchestral works opened the
Xian Xinghai tribute by the Singa-
pore Chinese Orchestra conducted

by Yeh Tsung.

Phoon Yew Tien’srousing orches-
tration of Xian’s Behind Enemy
Lines incorporated its martial
strains with the more optimistic Er
Yue Li Lai (Second Lunar Month),
both clothed in patriotic fervour.
Law Wai Lun’s A Decade Of Xing
HailIn The Lion City was a briefrem-
iniscence of Xian’s melodies with
the old Yangzhen School song

accompanied by annotated archi-

val photos.

The first half concluded with the
Yellow River Concerto, composed
in1969 by a committee of six mem-

bers of Beijing’s Central Philhar-

monic Society by collating the most
memorable melodies from Xian’s
Yellow River Cantata and recast

into four movements. A shameless-

ly virtuosic vehicle, it brought
together various technical devices
from Romantic piano concertos by
Liszt, Rachmaninov, Tchaikovsky
and Grieginto one orgiasticwhole.

Young Chinese pianist Sun Ying- .

di, winner of the 2005 Liszt Interna-

' tional Piano Competition, spared

no effort in thundering out its out-
sized cadenzas, cascading arpeggi-
osand stampeding octaves.

But there were tender moments
too, with Lim Sin Yeo’s bangdievoc-
atively opening the third move-
ment, Wrath Of The Yellow River,
and Sun’s excellent repeated note

_technique in simulating a pipa.

‘Sowas this a nationalistic work or
a Communist one? The inclusion of
The EastIs Red and the Internation-
aleat the finale’s apotheosis strong—
ly pointstothelatter.

Xian’s eponymous cantata, com-
posed within six days in 1939 dur-
ing the Sino-Japanese war, occu-
pied the concert’s second ha]f.

- By now, many of its melodies

would have been familiar, but
despite its heroic tones, it is a more
nuancedwork than the concerto.

Crosstalk exponent Huang Jia-
giang was the narratorand his open-
ing gambit, “Have you been to the
Yellow River?” set the tone.

A combined choir formed by the
Shanghai Opera House Chorus and
Nanyang Khek Community Guild
Choir delivered a message of strug-
gle and ultimate victory against all
invaders. '

Baritone Tao Kuo and soprano
Liu Fei sang one movement each,
but it was the fifth movement’s ani-
mated dialogue between Everymen
Zhang and Wang, sung by tenors
Xu Xiao Ming and Yu Hao Lei from
the choir, that contributed a
folk-like charm to the proceedings.

The orchestra provided excellent
support through its eight move-
ments, the original context of the
overplayed concerto being laid
bare.

Love or loathe them, the legends
of the Yellow River will live on as
longas the Chinese walk this planet.



